H STORI CAL OFFI CER

CANADI AN M LI TARY HEADQUARTERS

The 1st Canadi an Parachute Battali on;
Organi zation and Training, July 1942-June 1944

1. This report is an outline of the events leading up to the formation of
the 1st Canadi an Parachute Battalion and its subsequent history to, but not
including, its participation in the first phase of the Allied invasion of
France (The part played by the Battalion in France is separately described in

Report No. 139). Mst of the material relating to the early training of the

Battalion in Canada and the United States is not avail able overseas. The
relevant files at CMH C., and the unit War Diary at Action, have provided

the chief sources of information.

BACKGROUND TO FORMATI ON OF UNI' T (NOVEMBER 1940 - JULY 1942)

2. The use of airborne troops, with which the Russians originally
experinmented and which the Gernmans used with conspi cuous success when they

i nvaded the Low Countries in May, 1940, was first considered, fromthe point

of view of application to the Canadian war effort, in Novenber of that year

On 12 Nov, in a nenorandum prepared at N.D.H Q for the Chief of the Cenera
Staff by Col (now Mpj. Gen) E.L.M Burns, the advantages of this form of

war fare were consi dered, and the opinion was expressed that: "Airborne troops
are nmerely the nost nobile formof land forces, and the fact that sone of them
| and by parachute is due to the characteristics of the aeroplane" (C.MH Q

file 1/Para Tps/1l: Menorandum by Col E.L.M Burns to C G S. 12 Nov 40). Wth
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respect to reported parachute training in the United Kingdom the suggestion

was nmade that Canada m ght nake a contribution in this field.

3. The suggestion was forwarded to C.M ., in Decenber, 1940, with the
request that the views of the War Office be ascertained. British parachute
troops were then being organi zed and one "special service battalion" was
under goi ng active training (ibid: Menorandum by Brigadier M A. Pope,

6 Dec 40; Tel G S. 3140, CANM LI TRY to DEFENSOR, 16 Dec 40). The intention

was to use these troops in the role formerly filled by Light Cavalry, "to

sei ze bridge crossings, defiles and aerodrones well in advance of the sl ower-
nmovi ng mai n body of the army" (Pope Menp). The War Office did not however
visualize the use of these troops in large nunbers, and it was not antici pated

that there would be any request for provision of such personnel by Canada

(ibid: Tel G S. 3140, CANM LI TRY to DEFENSOR, 16 Dec 40).

4, At a neeting held at CMH Q on 20 Dec 40, and attended by Lieut.-
General A G L. McNaughton, C.B., CMG, D.S.O, GOC 7 Corps, and Myj or-
General H.D.G Crerar, D.S.0, C.GS., the question of training various

categories of airborne troops was raised. The record of the neeting states:

General Crerar said that while he is agreeable to a proportion
(say a platoon) in each infantry battalion being trained in this
work, he is not in favour of training special airborne units

unl ess the War O fice make specific requests for them when is
unlikely .... General MNaughton stated that he feels that the use

of air-borne troops has distinct possibilities but, having regard
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to the remarks of General Crerar and the scale of such units as

proposed by the War Office, he is not prepared to press his views.

(First Cdn Arny file P. A 5-3-1

Menorandum by B. G S., 21 Dec 40.)

There is nothing to indicate that any further devel opment occurred for the
ensui ng ei ght nonths. The critical situation, both in the Atlantic and on the
other war fronts, served to focus attention el sewhere during this period, and
the official British attitude had suggested limtations on progress along the

lines originally contenpl ated.

5. I n August, 1941, by which tinme the prospects of offensive action agai nst
the enemy had brightened, the question of organizing Canadi an Parachute Troops
was raised again at N.D.H Q The advantages of organizing for this type of
warfare were revi ewed, as were the di sadvantages - the latter being
principally the problem of whether, considering the tinme, noney and equi pnent

i nvol ved, a Canadi an contribution would be practicable. (CMHQ) file

1/ Para Tps/1l: Tel G S. 0493, DEFENSOR to CANM LI TRY, 14 Aug 41). There was
al so the point that the Canadi an Corps was not then conplete, and its existing
role did not require such specialized troops. |In answer to an enquiry from
N.D. H Q General MNaughton stated: "I do not advocate the establishnment of
any separate Para Tps in Cdn Forces" (ibid: Tel G S. 1647, CANMLITRY to
DEFENSOR, 19 Aug 41). In his view, the only justification for such specia
units would be: "(a) Probability of early and continued enploynent in specia

role (b) Need for specialized training on lines greatly different fromregular
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units" (ibid.). He thought that neither of these conditions existed at that
time, and that if, at some future date, it was felt necessary to provide these
troops, they would be selected fromexisting units and given the requisite

traini ng.

6. Two factors operated to bring about a revived interest in the
possibility of organizing Canadi an parachutists during the autum of 1941 and
the early part of 1942. By October, 1941, the War O fice was considering a
much nore anbitious programme of airborne activity than had been originally
contenpl ated, and, simultaneously with this devel opnent, the Royal Canadi an
Air Force began to anticipate a demand for co-operation with airborne troops.
The War Office was now thinking in terms of an "Air Landi ng Brigade Group",
with an additional parachute conponent of possibly three battalions (C MH Q
file 1/A B Tps/1: War O fice letter, 10 Oct 41, 20/Msc/044 (S.D.4)). A force
of 2,500 parachutists, was to be fornmed and this nunber m ght be increased.
The possibility of even an infantry division in a dual role as airborne troops
was under exam nation (ibid: War Ofice letter, 29 Oct 41, 0164/6437/
(S.D.4)). Finally, on 1 Nov 41, the War Ofice decided to form an Airborne

Di vision consisting of a Divisional HQ with R A F. Wng incorporated, a
Parachute Brigade, an Airlanding Brigade Group and a Gider Battalion (a

regi ment of army glider pilots) (ibid: Menorandum on the Organization and
Enmpl oynment of the Airborne Division, by Major-General F.AM Browning, D.S. O,

24 Jan 42).

7. At the sanme time, R C. A F. Headquarters in Canada, with a viewto

ascertai ni ng what equi pnment they m ght be expected to supply, had solicited
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i nformati on through the Air Oficer Conmanding R C.A F. in Geat Britain
(CMHQ file 1/Para Tps/1l: A OC, RCATF in Geat Britain, to Senior
Oficer, CMHQ, 24 Ct 41). The matter was referred to the Canadi an Corps
Commander once nore and, while adhering substantially to the view expressed on
19 Aug 41 (see para 5), he stated that, if facilities existed, "it nmight be
useful to give attention to this type of training in Canada," and he added
that he hoped sinilar arrangenents for Canadian units in the United Kingdom

m ght be possi bl e when equi pmrent becane available (ibid: Tel G S. 2403,

3 Nov 41: B.G S., Canadian Corps, to the Senior Oficer, CMH Q. ,

30 Cct 41). A further reference to General MNaughton's attitude is to be
found in a menorandumrelating to a conference which he had with General Sir
Bernard Paget, K C.B., DS.O, MC., C.-in-C, Hone Forces, on 25 Dec 41. 1In
the course of this neeting, General Paget "agreed with Gen MNaughton's policy
inregard to not form ng special paratroops units; i.e., that such units

shoul d fundanentally be standard military units which, with a conparatively
short period of special training, could be enployed as paratroops" (WD., G S.

Branch, H Q, 1 Cdn Corps, March 1942: Appx 1).

8. The policy to be adopted with regard to paratroops renai ned under
consi deration by General MNaughton and N.D.H Q during the early part of
1942. There is little material available to throw light on this inportant

period. A letter of 17 Feb 42 fromC MH Q stated that:

The policy to be adopted by the Canadian Arnmy with
regard to paratroop training is under consideration by

N.D.H Q at the nonent. According to our |atest
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i nformati on no decision was to be given until this
matter had been thoroughly di scussed with Lt.-General

McNaught on.

(CMHQ file 1/Para Tps/1l: Senior Oficer, CMH Q
to Air Oficer in Chief, R C A F. Overseas,

16 Feb 42).

Thi s negative evidence suggests that the decision was ultinmately taken at
N.D.H. Q to provide a war establishnment for "A Canadi an Parachute Battalion",
effective 1 Jul 42 (The WE. stated that it was based on B.WE. X/ 127/2, and
was published November 1942). Briefly, this establishnent consisted of a
battal i on headquarters, a headquarters conpany and three rifle conpanies, with
a total strength of 26 officers and 590 other ranks. A revised establishnment
Cdn 111/127/2, effective 19 May 44, provided for 31 Oficers and 587 ot her

ranks.

FORVATI ON AND EARLY TRAI NI NG (JULY 1942 - JULY 1943)

9. Again, there is a |l ack overseas of available material covering the
actually organi zation and early training of the Battalion, under

Lt.-Col. G F.P. Bradbrooke, formerly of the Saskatoon Light Infantry (MG);
but it is known that the Battalion was not recruited fromany specially
designated units. The officers cane mainly from overseas units, and nearly
all other ranks were taken fromtraining centres and infantry units in Canada.

(The call for volunteers for the 1st and 2nd Parachute Battalions in July and
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Novenber 1942; the dispositions made respectively of the Canadi an personnel
who trained at FORT BENNI NG GA., and at HELENA, MONT.; and the relationship
of the formation of the two battalions to the organization of the Canadi an-
U.S. Special Service Force, are matters for investigation in Canada on the
basis of the files of DDN.D.). A letter from Major-General G R Turner, then
DDA &QMG First Cdn Arny, to the Senior Oficer, CMH Q, of 28 Jul 42,
st at ed:

| amto informyou that the GO C. -in-C, First Cdn Arny,

has agreed to provide personnel fromthe Cdn Arnmy Overseas,

for return to Canada for enploynent with a Parachute Bn,

which will be shortly authorized and which will receive

special training in connection with certain military

proj ects now contenpl at ed.

(CMHQ file 6/1 Para Bn/1: D A &
QMG, First Cdn Arny to Senior Oficer,

CMHQ, 28 Jul 42.)

Bet ween 23 Aug and 12 Sep 42, 25 officers and 60 other ranks attended a R A F.

Par achut e Course at RI NGWAY, before joining the unit in Canada.

10. By 22 Mar 43, the Battalion had conpleted four nonths' training at FORT
BENNI NG, Georgia, U.S. A, and had then noved to a Parachute Traini ng W ng

whi ch had been set up at SH LO Manitoba (CMH Q file 1/Para Tps/1l: ND HQ
Parachute Training Instruction No. 1, 26 Mar 43; Tel C. G S. 142, DEFENSOR to

CAN-M LI TARY, 6 Mar 43). The Anmerican training absorbed by 1 Cdn Para Bn was
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of an elenmentary nature and there were slight variations fromBritish nethods
(ibid: Airborne Liaison Report No. 11, 5 Oct 43, para 13). Junpers qualified
under the Anerican system subsequently required a one week's conversion course
in the United Kingdom At the conclusion of the American training al

of ficers and 97 percent of other ranks, including first reinforcenments, had
qualified for their parachutist w ngs, but no collective training had been
carried out. It was estimated that a further two nonths' training in the

Uni ted Ki ngdom woul d be necessary before the unit was fit for active service

(ibid: Tel C. G S. 142, DEFENSCR to CANM LI TARY, 6 Mar 43).

| NCORPORATION IN 6 BRI'T Al RBORNE DI V

11. The integration of 1 Cdn Para Bn into the British Airborne force was the
next subject of discussion. On directions fromN D.H Q General MNaughton
took the matter up with General Paget. The latter wel coned the offer of the
Battalion, and stated that it could be included in the British Airborne

Di vi si on which was then being brought up to strength (ibid: Tel G S. 538,
CANM LI TRY t o DEFENSOR, 18 Mar 43). It was agreed that the unit would renmain
part of the Canadian Arny in the United Kingdom but would be placed under
command of the Airborne Division, to the staff of which Canadi an
Administrative officers would be added. It was al so agreed, subject to the
approval of the War Office, that standard British equi pnent woul d be provi ded
and mai ntained by the Airborne Division (ibid.) (Personal clothing and

battl edress continued to be a Canadi an issue).

8 Report No. 138



12. On 7 Apr 43 N.D.H. Q cabled the necessary authority for inclusion of 1
Cdn Para Bn in the 6th British Airborne Division (ibid: Tel C. G S. 212,
DEFENSOR to CANM LI TRY, 7 Apr 43). At the sanme time General MNaughton was
advi sed that the Battalion would represent an increase to the overseas
manpower ceiling of 232,100 (ibid.) Fromthis decision to include the
Canadians in the British Airborne Division many problenms arose. Proninent
anong these were the question of reinforcenments for the battalion, the specia
probl em of |egal relationship between the Canadian unit and the British
formation, and the mass of intricate adm nistrative detail covering such
matters as postal, pay and hospitalization arrangenments. The way in which

these difficulties were solved will be dealt with in subsequent paragraphs.

ARRI VAL I N THE UNI TED KI NGDOM (28 JUL 43)

13. N.D.H Q originally contenplated an early sailing, in May 1943, for 1
Cdn Para Bn and first reinforcenments (ibid: Tel C.G S. 142, DEFENSOR to

CANM LI TRY, 6 Mar 43). But the fact that adequate training facilities in the
Uni ted Ki ngdom were not avail abl e before June necessitated the date of
despat ch bei ng postponed a nonth. A further nonth's delay occurred because of
the curtail ment of shipping allocated for the novenent of arny personnel from
Canada to the United Kingdom (ibid: Senior Oficer, CMHQ, to Under
Secretary of State, 30 May 43). The unit did not actually arrive at GREENOCK
until 28 Jul 43; it had made a rapid transatlantic crossing from HALI FAX on
the "Queen Elizabeth". Because of rejections of personnel found unsuitable by
nmedi cal and ot her standards, it was not possible, prior to departure, to

conplete the unit up to full strength, plus first reinforcenments, and the
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total strength upon arrival was 31 officers and 548 other ranks (ibid: Te

G S. 932, CANM LITRY to DEFENSOR, 17 Mar 44). In an attenpt to bring the
battalion nmore nearly to War Establishnent, the concurrence of the War O fice
had been obtained in naking up some deficiencies in personnel with basically-
trai ned sol diers who had not received parachute training (ibid: Tel G S.
1493, CANM LI TRY to DEFENSOR, 26 Jun 42). The Battalion brought with it al
weapons provided for in the War Establishment (ibid: Tel G S.W 362, DEFENSOR

to CANM LI TRY, 22 Apr 43).

PROBLEM OF REI NFORCEMENTS

14. The question of the scale upon which reinforcenents for 1 Cdn Para Bn
were to be cal cul ated was under discussion before the unit left Canada. On
the basis of anticipated replacenments being required at rates of six nonths
intense, followed by three nmonths' normal and three nmonths' quiet activity,
first reinforcements for the battalion added six officers and 111 other ranks
to the Unit War Establishnment requirenents (ibid: Tel G S.D. 490, DEFENSOR to
CANM LI TRY, 22 Apr 43, and tel G S. 1417, CANM LITRY to DEFEMSOR, 17 Jun 43).
At a neeting between General MNaughton and Major-General R N. Gale, O B.E
MC., GOC 6 Airborne Div, on 2 June 43, it was agreed that these

rei nforcenents would be held by the Division to ensure adequate training and
i medi ate availability (ibid: Menorandum of Conversation between Cenera
McNaught on and General Gale, 3 June 43. At the same conference it was further
agreed that, if the nunber of such reinforcements was nore than coul d be
accommodat ed by the Airborne Division, quarters would be found for them at

Canadi an Rei nforcenent Units in the ALDERSHOT area. Subsequently, pending
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authorization of a training increment to 1 Cdn Para Bn, No. 1 Canadi an Cenera
Rei nforcenent Unit was designed as the channel through which reinforcenment
were to pass (ibid: CMHQ Adminstr No. 10, 21 Jul 43). Arrangements for
a flow of trained parachute reinforcenments from Canada were effected with the
establ i shnment of S14 Canadi an Parachute Training School at SH LO in May 1943.
The School was designed to have under training 100 in the Parachute Training
W ng, 200 in the Advanced Training Wng, and 480 in the Trained Sol di er
Conpani es. After 14 Nov 43, these quotas were to be reduced to 50, 100 and
240 respectively (ibid: ND.HQ Para Trg Instr No. 2, HQS. 8846-1 (Trg 2)
22 Jun 43). But these arrangenents failed to provide a sufficiently |arge

fl ow of replacenents, and by the end of 1943 the problem of keeping 1 Cdn Para

Bn reinforced was to reach a stage that was consi dered serious (See para. 35).

LEGAL RELATI ONSHI P TO BRI TI SH FORMATI ONS

15. An inportant aspect of the administrative problens was the relationship
of 1 Cdn Para Bn to 6 Airborne Div under mlitary law. This matter was
directly related to the |arger question of the application of appropriate
Canadi an | egi slation, as represented by the Visiting Force (British
Commonweal t h) Act, 1933, to Canadi an Troops in general, whether serving in or
outside of the United Kingdom Briefly stated, the difficulty insofar as the
Battali on was concerned was to determ ne whether the rel ationship should be
one of "attachment" or of being placed "in conbination" with the British
formati on under the Visiting Forces Acts of Canada and the United Kingdom |f
pl aced "in conbination" with the Airborne Div under the provision of the

Visiting Forces (British Commnweal th) Act and Privy Council Order No. 3464 of
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29 Apr 43, the Battalion would remain subject to Canadian mlitary |aw and
personnel woul d have "reciprocal powers of command and arrest"” and in

exerci sing disciplinary power, British officers would act under Canadi an | aw
as if they were Canadi an officers. Under "attachnent" all Canadian troops in
the Para Bn woul d beconme in effect British troops and woul d be subject to
British mlitary law, i.e. the statutes and regulations for the British Arny
during the period of "attachnent". It was felt that the controlling

consi deration was the matter of the confirmation of severe sentences, and the
retenti on of authority of Mjor-General P.J. Montague, CG, CMG, DS O,
MC., V.D., Senior Conbatant Officer at CMH Q, at J.A G, Canadian Arny
Overseas: If "in conbination", such matters would be controlled by Canadi an
privy Council Orders which had been carefully designhed to reserve such
sentences on Canadi an troops "in conbination" to the senior conbatant officers
or the Governor-General-in-Council for confirmation. |[If 1 Cdn Para Bn were
"attached" it would be necessary to obtain a special British privy Council
Order fromH s Majesty nodifying the British Arny Act so that such severe
sentences woul d be reserved for Canadian confirmation (CMH Q file 1 Para

Tps/1: D.J.A G Mm to A DA G(B) 3 Aug 43).

16. While the I egal position of the Battalion was still under consideration,
it becane necessary to nmke adm nistrative arrangenents for the unit, which
was scheduled to arrive in the United Kingdomin the latter part of July.
Accordingly CMH Q on 21 Jul issued Adm n Instr No. 10, which stated that

1 Cdn Para Bn would be under command C.MH Q for all purposes, and woul d cone
under 6 Airborne Div for training and operations on a date to be deci ded.

CMHQ Adnmn Oder No. 115 of 1 Aug placed the Battalion under command
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CMHQ we.f. 22 Jul; CMHQ Admin Oder No. 117 of 6 Aug placed it under
command HQ, CR U, we.f. 5 Aug for local adm nistration only; and on

12 Aug, CMH Q Adnin Oder No. 121 attached 1 Cdn Para Bn to 6 Airborne Div
for training and adm nistration. The Battalion was declared to renain under

CMHQ for admnistrative matters of purely Canadi an nature.

17. Fol |l owi ng the precedent provided by the Canadi an troops then serving
with the British forces in the Mediterranean theatre of operations (P.A file
1-14-1-8; General MNaughton's Directive to GO C. 1 Cdn Div and Cond 1 Cdn
Arny Tk Bde, 19 Jun 43), General MNaughton gave instructions for 1 Cdn Para
Bn to be placed "in conmbination" with (Airborne Div (CMHQ file 1/ Para
Tps/1: GCeneral MNaughton to Senior Officer, CMH Q, 6 Aug 43).
Accordingly, CMH Q Oder to Detail No. 13 was issued over the signature of

General Montague on 11 Oct 43, directing that:

1st Canadi an Parachute Battalion, being part of the

Mlitary Force of Canada, do act in conbination with
all the Naval, Mlitary and Air Forces of the several
parts of the British Conmonwealth, serving in the

Uni ted Kingdom as fromthe date hereof.

18. A directive issued by General Mntague to the Battalion Commander on the
sanme day contained detailed instructions on various matters. The Battalion
Commander woul d take operational and training directions fromthe G O C

6 Airborne Div. But in all matters affecting the unit and its adm ni stration,

the Commandi ng Offi cer woul d continue to have the right of reference to the
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Governnment of Canada. |If it became necessary to try personnel of 1 Cdn Para
Bn by General Courts Martial, such personnel would be posted to the
appropriate Canadi an Rei nforcenent Unit for trial under that CR U It was
not possible at that tinme under Canadian |legislation to issue to British
commanders in the United Kingdom General Courts Martial warrants. Wth
respect to trials by Field General Courts Martial (which ordinarily by reason
of the Directive mght not be convened by any but Commanders in 6 Airborne Div
not bel ow the rank of Brigadier), the provision of P.C 4875 dated 15 Jun 43
reserved for confirmation or other disposal by the Senior Oficer, CMH Q
all cases involving serious sentences, i.e. dash or penal servitude, and
additionally in the case of officers, inprisonnment, cashiering or dismssa

fromH s Majesty's service (ibid: Directive by Senior Oficer, CMH Q,

11 Cct 43).

ADM NI STRATI VE ARRANGEMENTS
19. A great deal of administrative detail was involved in the overseas
novenent of the Battalion. In accordance with the earlier understanding (see

para 11) arrangenents were nmade between General MNaughton and General Gale
for the unit to be placed under command of 6 Airborne Div for training and
operations. For |iaison purposes, and to deal with purely Canadi an

admi nistrative matters, a Canadian C.S. 0.2 and a DA A & QMG were appointed
to General Gale's Headquarters (ibid: Menorandum of Conversation between
General MNaughton and General Gale, 3 Jun 43). The officer selected for the
former appoi ntnent was Major EEW Cutbill, C1.C who had previously held a

simlar |iaison appointment with Headquarters of 1 Airborne Div in
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North Africa. The DDA A & QMG was Magjor E.T. Munro R C. Sigs. (In Dec 43
Maj WH. Henphill C.1.C. succeeded Maj. Munro as DA A & OMG and the
appoi ntnent of G S.O 2 was discontinued). Terns of reference, dealing with
the rel ati onship of the Canadi an Liaison Section to C M H Q and Headquarters
First Cdn Army, were issued by General MNaughton (lbid. P.A to GOC. -in-C.
First Cdn Army, to Senior Officer, CMHQ, 5 Jul 43), and the necessary
increment to HQ First Cdn Arny was authorized by CMH Q Admnistrative

Order No. 105, 14 Jul 43.

20. Postal instructions, docunmentation, hospitalization and pay were
subordinate matters that required attention. |In the case of hospitalization
it was decided that Battalion personnel requiring evacuation behind a Field
Ambul ance or Casualty Clearing Station would be passed to the nearest Canadi an
hospital, provided that the latter was within a reasonabl e di stance of the
unit. Cases adnmitted to British or American hospitals for enmergency treatnent
were to be transferred to a Canadi an hospital as soon as possi bl e under
arrangenents to be made by the DDMS. at CMH q. AdmliInstr No. 10

21 Jul 43). Upon discharge fromhospital, all such personnel would return to

the Battalion by way of Canadi an General Reinforcenment Unit.

21. Extra pay was authorized for all officers and other ranks of the
Battalion who qualified as Parachute junpers within the War Establishnment (The
WE. provided that only one officer - the Paymaster - and 28 other ranks
shoul d be non-junpers). The additional rate was two dollars per pay for

of ficers and seventy-five cents per day for other ranks. Should an officer or

sol di er becone a prisoner of war he would continue to be entitled to the extra
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pay. |If injuries due to flying or parachute duties, or wounds received in
action, kept himfromduty or training, he would draw the increased rate for a
period of up to 91 days. |In case of illness or injuries not received in these
ways, a limt of 28 days for officers, and 21 days for other ranks was placed
on the paynent of the additional scale (Overseas R O 5191). These financia
provi sions applied also to personnel of the 1lst Canadi an Parachute Training

Conpany (see para 31).

TRAINING IN THE UNI TED KI NGDOM ( AUGUST 1943 - FEBRUARY 1944)

22. Upon arrival in the United Kingdom on 28 Jul 43, 1 Cdn Para Bn was
accommpdat ed at No. 1 Canadi an Base Stagi ng Canp, CHOBHAM Surrey, in order to
facilitate docunentation and various other matters of admi nistration peculiar
to a newy-forned unit. The Battalion was inspected by the Hon J.L. Ral ston,
M ni ster of National Defence, on the norning of 3 Aug 43. On 11 Aug the unit
noved to the Carter Barracks at BULFORD Canp, WIltshire (WD., 1 Cdn Para Bn,
11 Aug 43). Here the Battalion fornmed part of 3 Para Bde under Brigadier
S.J.L. HIl, DDS.O MC., within 6 Airborne Div. The latter formation was
under the direct conmand of 21 Army Group, which conprised the British and
Canadi an conponent of the Allied forces destined for the invasion of France.
But, for any particular operation, 6 Airborne Div would be placed under
command of an Arny (Airborne Liaison Report No. 11, 5 Cct 43). Possible roles
which the Division mght be called upon to performin the early stages of a

| andi ng on the Continent were:

(a) Direct co-operation with seaborne assault divisions.
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(b) Sei zi ng ground whi ch doninated a bridgehead and

holding it until the followup formations arrived.

(c) Del ayi ng the novenent of eneny reserves |ocated inside

or outside the bridgehead.

23. The training of 1 Cdn Para Bn was adjusted to cover the role it night be
expected to have in action. A conprehensive syllabus was drawn up, covering
the period from August to Decenmber 1943, in two phases. |In the first phase,
to the end of Cctober, attention was given to the training of specialists and
junior |eaders, enphasis being placed on weapon training and physical fitness
for all ranks. Wekly Training Syllabi and Training Directives during the
autum and early winter carried repeated insistence on the need for inproving
efficiency in the handling of rifles and Bren and Sten guns. Airborne troops
in action would not have an unlimted supply of amrunition, and every shot
fired nust find its target. |In |late Novenber the standard attai ned by the
Canadi an battalion was still below the average of the brigade (1 Cdn para Bn,
Rifle 93, Bren 98, Sten 48; 3 Para Bde; Rifle 111, Bren 120, Sten 72). A
staff sergeant from Bl SLEY was attached to the unit to assist in weapon

trai ning and range work, and in ordering 6 - 8 hours weekly training in these
weapons for all personnel, the C.O declared that "skill and efficiency in the
handl i ng of all weapons nmust reach and will reach a higher standard than any
armof the service" (WD., 1 Cdn Para Bn, November 1943, App 4, Training
Syl | abus, 11 Nov 43). The fruits of this enphasis upon weapon training were
seen in the achievenents of the battalion in France when it faced an eneny

much nore heavily arnmed (see Report No. 139).
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24, Det achments were sent to the Parachute Training School, at the R A F.
Station, RINGMY, for additional experience. The nmain difference between the
earlier American training which the Battalion had absorbed and the British
met hods were reconciled. These differences were not fundanmental, but had to
do with the American use of two parachutes, known as "T5 assenbly", as opposed
to the British use of one main parachute; the American use of a different

nmet hods of opening the parachutes, and the fact that in the United States
prelimnary junp training was carried out froma tower, whereas in the United
Ki ngdom a nmoored bal l oon and basket were enployed (CMH Q file 2/ Para
Tps/1/2: Menorandum by Col. J.G K.  Strathy, 25 Jun 44). Canadi an Arny
Overseas Routine Order 3867, 28 Sep 43, authorized a parachute badge, the
qualification for which required all officers and other ranks to have nade

ei ght junps and to have reached the prescribed standard at a qualifying
course. Personnel who had been awarded a parachute badge in Canada were not
required to re-qualify. Shortly afterwards, a system of identification
stripes was instituted to distinguish different battalions in 6 Airborne Div.
A hal f-inch band was worn at the base of the shoul der strap, the colour gold
being allotted to 1 Cdn Para Bn (WD., 1 Cdn Para Bn, Pt | Order No. 49,

11 Cct 43).

25. On 13 Cct 43, Brigadier H Il visited the ranges and saw trial junmps with
speci al net kit bags perforned by 64 Canadi an parachutists. These junps were
made fromWhitley aircraft with kit bag | oads of nortars and other equi pnent
wei ghing up to forty pounds. Rigorous forced marches in cold, rainy weather
were a feature of the training during this period, with a goal of fifty mles

in eighteen hours as the objective. At the end of the initial training
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period, on 21 Oct, the entire 3 Para Bde was granted ten days' |eave - the
first privilege | eave for the Canadian Battalion since its arrival in the
Uni ted Kingdom Special trains from BULFORD siding took the nen to London and

as far north as Scotland (WD., 1 Cdn Para Bn, 21 Oct 43).

26. The second phase of training began after the Battalion's return from

| eave on 1 Nov 43. Fromthen on enphasis was placed on full-scale battalion
exercises, usually at night. The first of these, held on the night 8/ 9 Nov,
was called (aptly or not) "SCHEMOZZLE". This was a brigade scheme, involving
a night nove culmnating in an early nmorning attack on eneny-hel d positions.
Participating with 1 Cdn Para Bn were its conpanion units. 8 Para Bn and

9 Para Bn. Although an actual descent by parachute did not take place the
flares which illum nated the country side at the tinme of the sinmulated "drop",
conpl etely deceived the "eneny" as to the |ocation of the "dropping-zones",
and the attack was carried through without opposition in the initial stages.
In view of |ater experiences, when the unit participated in the airborne
assault of 6 Jun 44 on the French coast, a distinctly realistic touch was
given to the exercise by the unpires taking two platoons away and depositing

themas f they had m ssed the dropping zone conpletely.

27. The Battalion was inspected by General Sir Bernard Paget, at this tine
C.-in-C. 21 Arny Group, on 4 Dec 43. During the absence of Brigadier

S.J.L. HIl, 10-15 Dec, Lt.-Col. Bradbrooke assunmed tenporary comrand of

3 Para Bde. Early in Decenber a battalion schene, "PROCEDURE", designed to
put into actual practice the procedures and | essons brought out by the 3 Para

Bde exercise "SCHEMOZZLE", and involving a mass junp of the battalion, was
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first postponed and then cancell ed because of unsatisfactory weather. The
experience gai ned, however, in the planning of adm nistrative details, the
packi ng and | oadi ng of containers, and the routine of orderly novenent to and
fromthe different airports, all helped to forge nmore strongly another link in
the chain of training. A week before Christmas, preparations were nmade for
anot her Brigade night schene, Exercise "SH LO'. This 24-hour exercise

i nvol ved a holding action, with a counter-attack role, in the area of COADOWN,
LUDERSHALL and HUNGERFORD. Val uable practice in the tactical enploynent of
machi ne guns, nortars, wiring and m nes was obtai ned, and Brigadier Hil
subsequent|ly observed that: "Morale of the nmen was quite first-class .... The
men pl ayed extraordinarily well." (WD., 1 Cdn Para Bn, Dec 43, Appx 1.)
Taken as a whol e, during Decenber, considerable attention was devoted to

devel oping a battle procedure that could be used successfully either by day or
by night. By the end of the year the battalion was perfecting nethods of
nmovenment across country by day in the face of eneny opposition and a drill for

attacking strongly defended features and battery positions by night.

28. During the early part of 1944, 1 Cdn Para Bn continued routine training
in the BULFORD area. Wather conditions were not always favourable and high
wi nds caused the cancellation of some junping exercises. An inportant
Battali on exercise called "MANI TOBA" took place on 20 Jan 44, near

W NTERBOURNE- STOKE. In the words of the Commanding Officer: "The idea behind
this exercise is to drop the conplete fighting personnel of this unit on one
dropping zone in the shortest possible tine with a rapid clearance of the
droppi ng zone of all personnel”™ (CMHQ file 6/1 Para Bn/1l: Lt.-Co

G F.P. Bradbrooke to Lt.-Col. WB. Wedd, 17 Jan 44). "MANI TOBA" gave practice
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in co-operation with 38 Goup R A F.

subsequently to carry the Battalion into action on D-Day. 500 al

the formati on whose pl anes were

off fromthree airfields in 50 planes. They were all dropped with their

equi pnent on to the dropping zone in fifteen mnutes (WD.,

Ord. No.

1, 17 Jan 44).

this occasion is provided by a Canadi an War Artist:

29.

During February 1944, 1 Cdn Para Bn participated in a ful

The whole D.Z. which is extensive, was covered with
gold, green, red, and blue bl obs of the defl ated
chutes. Sonme nen | anded on farms, on roof tops, sone
in trees fromwhich the chutes were later torn by nmain
force by the R A F. nen. On |anding the nen rushed on
their containers, took out packs and Bren guns, and
ran under cover as nuch as possible to the agreed
rendezvous. At no time were nore than a few men

di scernible on the field although 500 or nore were

dropped that afternoon.

(CMHQ file 24/ Reports/2: Report on
Attachnent to 1 Cdn Para Bn, Lieut

G C. Tinming, 17 Feb 44).

A spectator's account of the parachutists'

1 Cdn Para Bn,

ranks took

Opn

descent on

bri gade

exercise called "CO OPERATION'. It is significant of the unit's role during

the forthcom ng invasion of France that the exercise consisted of a sinulated

attack by 6 Airborne Div upon a section of the French coast.

The battalion
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was assigned the task of seizing and hol di ng agai nst northward penetration a
sector of country in which a U S. Parachute Battalion and Airborne Light Tank
Squadron represented the defending enemy. The first junp was nade at

1700 hours, 7 Feb. Al men junped with full battle equi pnent, and containers
were used for the heavy weapons, the nortars and machi ne guns. A few minor
injuries were sustained by sonme personnel, but a considerabl e anpunt of

equi pnent was damaged. The Battalion "dug in" during the night and patrols
were sent out early in the norning. Later, the unit did an eight-nmile march
to LARKHI LL, where transport awaited to bring the parachutists back to the
Carter Barracks. A nessage fromBrigadier S.J.L. Hll to the Comrmandi ng

O ficer contained war praise for the Canadi ans' effort on this exercise:

| feel | nmust wite and congratul ated you on the excell ent
show your Battalion put up fromthe Al bermarles on Exercise
"CO OPERATION'. If they continue to make progress in this
connection at this rate they will soon be the best junping
exponents in our Airborne Corps and | should very nuch |ike

to see them achieve this end for thenselves. Wel| done.

(WD., 1 Cdn Para Bn: quoted, in unit Para 1 Order

No. 22 dated 14 Feb 44.)

1 Cdn Para Bn had clearly established its reputation as an efficient unit in

6 Airborne Div.
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30. A "Quarterly Mrrale Return', submitted to the Brigade Conmmander on

25 Jun 44, is of some assistance in throwing |light on the life of the Canadi an
parachutists at this tinme (WD. 1 Cdn Para Bn: Jan 44, Appx "J"). Concerning
living quarters at the Carter Barracks the coment was nmade that "these are
satisfactory and no disconfort exists. Quarters are usually warni. The
policy with respect to | eave, providing as it did a 36-hour pass tw ce each
month, in addition to ten days every three nonths; was naturally a source of
general satisfaction to Battalion personnel. This satisfaction extended to
the question of pay, and; as qualified parachutists received the basic arny
pay plus the special rate (see para 21) the statenent could be safety nade
that: "This unit remains the best paid in the Canadi an Arny" (ibid).

Rel ations with the British conmponent of 6 Airborne Div were at all tines
excellent. During the period 22-31 Jan 44, the entire Battalion, less a

skel eton crew, as again on ten day's | eave.

1st CANADI AN PARACHUTE TRAI NI NG COVPANY

31. During October 1943, the Senior Oficer, CMH Q, drew attention of
General MNaughton to the fact that the existing organization of Canadi an

rei nforcenent units provided no facilities for the training of reinforcenent
for 1 Cdn Para Bn (CMH Q field 1/Para Tps/1l: General Montague to Cenera
McNaught on, 12 GCct 43). The suggestion was nade that approval be granted for
the organi zation of a training increment to the unit. The proposal was
adopted, but it was |ater discovered that reinforcenents for the increnent
woul d have to be conputed at intense rates applicable to a field force unit,

rather than the quiet rates applicable to CMH Q wunits, and, in addition
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"administrative difficulties with reference to the posting of reinforcenents
devel oped" (ibid: General Mntague to General MNaughton, 17 Nov 43). A
deci si on was accordingly reached to abandon the training increnent idea, and
to substitute for it a Canadi an Parachute Training Conpany. The latter would
be a separate unit, but would be |ocated with, and woul d be under command of 1
Cdn Para Bn while that unit was in the United Kingdom (ibid. The proposed was
establ i shnment of the Training Conpany consisted of 5 officers and 32 ot her
ranks, to hold and train 14 officers and 348 other rank reinforcenents.
Pendi ng formal authorization by the Privy Council, which was forthcom ng on

18 Feb 44 (ibid: Tel a.G 1911, DEFENSOR to CANM LI TRY, 26 Feb 44),

General MNaughton approved this establishment on 22 Nov 43. The Training
Conmpany, under Major D.H Taylor, was actually attached to the Battalion for
rations, quarters and administration, with effect 1 Jan 44 (WD., 1 Cdn Para

Bn, 7 Jan 44).

MOBI LI ZATI ON AND PREPARATI ON FOR D- DAY (MARCH - JUNE 1944)

32. A routine mobilization of 6 Airborne Div for service overseas was
ordered by the War Office on 23 Dec 43, to be conplete by 0001 hours, 1 Feb 44
(CMHQ file 1/Para Tps/1l: Tel 51493, WAR OFFICE rptd to CMH. Q file 6/1
Para Bn/1l: War Ofice Urgent Menorandum 79/ Mob/ 5774/ 597 (A. G 5 Mob)

5 Jan 44). The nobilization order referred to 1 Cdn Para Bn as a unit within
the Airborne Division, whereupon two | egal issues at once arose in connection
with Order to Detail No. 13, which had placed the Battalion "in conbination"
with the Airborne Division (see para 17). First, there was the question of

whet her the War Office could legally order the nobilization of 1 Cdn Para Bn;
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second, there was the point that the Order of Detail applied only to service
within the United Kingdom The opinion of the DJ.A G at C MH Q was that
"an order of the War Office to nobilize for service outside the U K can be
said to be legal insofar as nmobilization itself is concerned but not in
respect of serving abroad" (CMHQ file 6/1 Para Bn/1: D.J.A G to ADAG
(A), 8 Jan 44). To settle the first matter, on 23 Feb 44, CMH Q

Mobi l'i zation Order No. 98 was issued to nobilize 1 Cdn Para Bn by 29 Feb 44,
"under supervision of H Q Southern Command, in collaboration with H Q First

Cdn Arny" (lbid: Mbilization Order no. 98, 23 Feb 44).

33. The second point, that of 1 Cdn Para Bn acting "in comnbination"” with
British Mlitary Forces outside the United Kingdomas well as within, was
covered by the general terns of Order of Detail No. 10 of 20 Mar 44 nmade by
the Chief of Staff, CMH Q, and the GO C. -in-C, First Cdn Arny. The

operative parts of the Order of Detail ordered that:

(a) Components of First Cdn Arny, and

(b) Canadi an el ements of Airborne, GH Q, L. of C., Base or other
troops, which are now or hereafter serving under command 21 Arny
Group, do act in conmbination with the Mlitary Forces of Hs
Maj esty raised in the United Kingdom or any other part of the

British Coomonweal th and al so serving under command 21 Arny G oup.

34. The effect of the Order of Detail of 11 Oct 43 and the Directive of the

sanme date had been to place 1 Cdn Para Bn under comrand 6 Airborne Div. That
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Di vi si on had cone under command 21 Arnmy Group by 28 Jul 43 (CMHQ file 6/1

Para Bn/1l: Letter Lt.-Gen. MNaughton to Myj.-Gen. Montague, dated

28 Jul 43), and it had so renmined since that tinme. The consequence was that

when Order of Detail No. 10 or 20 Mar 44 was made, 1 Cdn Para Bn, as a unit in
21 Arny Group, was automatically "in conmbination" within and w thout the

United Kingdomwith the British MIlitary Forces.

35. Routine training continued along the lines indicated above during March,
April and May 1944. The prospect of inpending operations agai nst the eneny,
for which 6 Airborne Div as part of 21 Arny G oup under General Sir Bernard
Mont gomery had been carefully grooned, grew daily nmore certain. Appropriate
adm ni strative arrangenents for the battalion were conpleted. The unit
changed to a field return basis with effect 6 Mar 44; and, on 26 May, the
Liaison Increnent with HQ, 6 Airborne Div (see para 19) was reallocated from
H Q First Canadian Army to CMH Q This reallocation was |largely due to the
fact that CMH Q provided a more direct link with NND.H Q in the matter of
rei nforcenents, and because the forthcom ng operations in NORMANDY sent the
Parachute Battalion into action ahead of First Cdn Arny (Hist Sec file AEF/1
Cdn Para Bn/C/D: Interviewwith Maj WH. Henphill, 2 Jun 45). In harnony
with the accel erated tenpo of events, drafts of reinforcenents from Canada
poured into the Traini ng Conpany. Urgent representations had been nade by the
Commander, 6 Airborne Div, to have the supply of replacenents speeded up in
order to build up an adequate reserve by the target date. Wastage during the
battalion's non-operational role had been nore rapid than originally foreseen,
and on 1 Mar 44 C M H Q had reported the reinforcenent situation to N.D. H Q

as serious, with deficiencies in the total establishnment of Battalion,
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Trai ni ng Conpany and Rei nforcement Pool anounting to 16 officers and 348 ot her
ranks (CMHQ file 2/Para Tps/1/2, Tel G S. 639 CANM LI TRY t o DEFENSOR,

1 Mar 44). A subsequent revision reduced these figures to a deficiency of 248
ot her ranks and a surplus of six officers existing on 14 mar 44 (ibid: Te

G S. 832, CANMLITRY to DEFENSOR, 17 Mar 44).

36. On 15 Apr 44 a draft of six officers and 90 other ranks arrived, to be
foll owed, on 25 April, by a further draft of six officers and 100 other ranks
(WD., 1 Cdn Para Trg Coy, Jun 44: Summary of events from Decenmber 1943 to
31 May 1944). These and additional reinforcenents were necessary in view of

the following War OFfice forecast of invasion activity for the 6 Airborne Div:

First nmonth - doubl e intense
Second nonth - qui et

Third nonth - i ntense

Fourth nonth - qui et

Fifth nmonth - i ntense

Si xth nmont h - qui et

(These nonthly intense rates were 25% officers and 20% O R s. of ".E. Quiet

rates were 3/4 percent, of all ranks.)

(CMHQ file 1/Para Tps/1l: Col. J.GK Strathy to

DAG, CMHQ, 15 My 44.)
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By the m ddle of May, 1 Cdn Para Bn together with its Traini ng Conpany and
Rei nf orcenent Pool had a surplus of 21 officers and a shortage of only
67 other ranks. It was proposed to nmake up this deficiency from United

Ki ngdom sources (ibid: Tel G S. 1621, CANMLITRY to DEFENSOR, 31 May 44).

37. As D-Day approached for Operation "OVERLORD', the code nanme given to the
Al lied invasion of France on 6 Jun 44, all junping activity within the
Battali on stopped. The cessation of this formof training was necessary in
order to prevent casualties to key personnel in the period i mediately
precedi ng the invasion. Consequently, the Battalion did not take part in the
mass junp performed by 1 Cdn Para Trg Coy on 26 May 44, when the Canadi an
parachuti sts were honoured with a visit from Their Mjesties, the King and
Queen. 1 Cdn Para Bn and its equi pment were, however, included in the roya

i nspection (WD., 1 Cdn Para Trg Coy, Jun 44: Summary of events from

Decenber 1943 to 31 May 44).

38. The Battalion's activities in Operation. "OVERLORD' form the subject of
a separate report (No. 139). As far as the present account is concerned the
story of the unit's formation and early training in the United States, Canada
and the United Kingdom may be said to have reached its concl usi on when the
Battali on enpl aned at DOAN AMPNEY (between SW NDON and Cl RENCESTER) at

2330 hours, 5 Jun 44. Two hours later, with all the skill and confidence
engendered by their training, Canadi an parachutists were dropping on French

soil in the first wave of the |ong anticipated invasion.
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39. The foregoing report was begun by Capt T.M Hunter and was revised and
conpleted by Maj G WL. Nicholson. The material contained in its has been
checked by Major WH. Henphill, DDA A & QMG , Cdn Liaison Sec, H Q

6 Airborne Div. Para 15-18 and 32-34 have been exam ned and approved by

Brig. WA/l . Anglin, V.J.A G

(C. P. Stacey) Col onel
Hi storical O ficer
CANADI AN M LI TARY HEADQUARTERS
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APPENDI X " A"

To Historical Section

CMH Q Report No. 138
FURTHER MATERI AL RELATI NG TO THE ORGANI ZATI ON AND TRAI NI NG OF

THE 1ST CANADI AN PARACHUTE BATTALI ON

40. Thi s appendi x supplenents the information contained in those sections of
Report No. 138 which deal with the background and the formation and early
training of the First Canadi an Parachute Battalion. The chief sources of

i nformati on have been the relevant files at A HQ Oher material consulted

i ncluded the War Diary of Ceneral A. G L. MNaughton, various directorate
diaries at AH Q, and the unit War Diary. For convenience in reference, the

par agr aphs are nunbered consecutively with those of Report No. 138.

BACKGROUND TO FORMATI ON OF UNI'T

41. Al t hough the menorandum prepared by Col onel Burns in Novenber 1940 was
the first to be brought to the attention of the Overseas authorities (see

para 3), that officer had put forward siml|ar proposals three nonths earlier
on 13 Aug. This earlier menorandum was exam ned by Col (later Lt-Gen)

J.C. Murchie, DMO & I., NDHQ, who expressed the opinion that although
the value of the parachute troops in certain situations was very great, the
provi si on of such troops by Canada woul d be a project of doubtful value to the
conmbi ned Enpire war effort in view of the expenditure of time, noney, and

equi pnment which woul d be involved. Further, having regard to the probable

operational roles of the Airborne Forces, it would be likely that any Canadi an
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parachute units would formpart of a United Kingdom Parachute Corps, would be

difficult to adm nister and would be largely out of Canadian control during

* Thi s appendi x was prepared by Major D.H Cunni ngham on 5 Dec 49.
operations. For these reasons Col Mirchie did not reconmend the formation of
a Canadi an Parachute Battalion, but considered, rather, that the Canadi an war
effort should be directed towards the naintenance of such commitments as had
al ready been accepted. "If any additional commitnents are accepted these
should be linmited to the formation of units to which Canadians are
particul arly adapted by reason of the nature of this country". (H QS. 8846

Menmorandum by DM O. & 1. for DDC. G S., 16 Aug 40).

42. Col Burns continued, however, to press his views on the subject, and on

28 Aug submitted a further nmenorandum for consideration by the CG S. on the

desirability of creating a body of Canadian airborne troops. |In this

menor andum he pointed out that, apart fromthe advantages to be; gained by the
use of such troops in the main theatres of operations, they would be useful

for enmpl oynent in Canada as a highly nobile internal security force. He

stated that:

In the defence of Canada against raids or a serious attenpt
at invasion, they would be the quickest nmeans of building up
a front against an attacker, and al so could harass his
comuni cations. W have often thought of the probl em of

preventing an eneny from establishing a base for supplying
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submarines in rennte sections of the coast which could not

easily be reached by | and.

If we had even a battalion of Paratroops who could be | anded
to counter-attack such bases, it would make their
establishnment very much nore difficult for an eneny; it
woul d probably be necessary for himto send about a brigade

of troops for |and defence.

(Lbid, Menorandum by Col Burns for C.G S., 28 Aug 40).

Col Burns also nentioned the stinulating effect that the conmencenent of
paratroop training would have on the norale of both the services and the
public. General Crerar expressed agreenment with the long term aspects of

Col Burns' proposal but felt that: "It is not a project of inportance to the
wi nning of the war just now." (lbid). Further, a paratroop training
programe woul d nmean a heavy commitnment in machinery and organi zation (such as
the provision of a transport squadron) for the R C. A F., which he was | oathe
to introduce. He suggested that Col Burns bring the matter to his attention

in three nonths' tine. (lbid)

43. In Novenber, Col Burns prepared a further nenorandumfor the CGS. in
which he reiterated the points raised in his earlier subm ssions, and when in
Decenber the C G S. visited CMH Q, he took steps to ascertain the view of

the Overseas Commander and the War Office on this subject. (For policy
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di scussions during the visit of the C.G S. to London and subsequent to

Novenber 1941 see paras 3-7).

44, As the Arnmy Programme was under discussion during the closing weeks of
1941 and since it was not desired to bring forward the matter of paratroop
training at that tinme, the inplications of General MNaughton's cable of 3 Nov
(see para 7) were not considered at N.D.H Q wuntil January 1942. On 5 Jan,
Maj - Gen M A. Pope, V.C.G S., in a nenorandum prepared for Lt-Gen K Stuart,
C.G S., stated that although he found it difficult to reconcile the Corps
Commander's statenment of policy in August 1941 (see para 5) with his
subsequent statenent in Novenber, he felt that the latter's intention was to
initiate paratroop training only as and when prospective operations indicated
a need for such troops. For this reason, and because he could not see that
the operations of the honme arny provided any scope for the enploynment of
parachute troops, the V.C.G S. felt that NND.H Q could afford to defer action
on the matter for the tine being. (lbid: Menorandumby V.C.G S. for CGS.,
5 Jan 42). In reply General Stuart ordered that C M H Q be advised that he
woul d discuss the matter with General MNaughton in the near future*. (Ibid,

Mnute by CGS. for V.C.G S., 6 Jan 42)

45, During the followi ng nonths the theory continued to be held at N.D.H Q
that when the need for parachute units arose they could be rapidly and easily
formed by the conversion of existing infantry units. This was clearly

revealed in a statenent made by M. Ralston in the House of Comons on 22 Apr.
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The formation of a paratroops unit is not being gone ahead
which at the present nonent, but rather the training of nen
so they can be used as paratroopers when the tinme cones,
with the additional training to be done with aircraft,

except the prelimnary junps which are done froma tower.

(Debates - House of Commopns)

1942 Session, Vol 2, p. 1852)

46. In June, NDHQ sent Lt-Col R H Keefler of DMT. to the U S. A to obtain
up-to-date information respecting the training of paratroops as carried out at
the U.S. Arnmy Parachute School at Fort Benning, Ga, and to investigate the
possibility of obtaining for the Canadian Arny parachute junp towers of the
type used in the U S.A Col Keefler's findings in the U S. A were

i nstrumental in bringing about a conplete reversal in policy at NND.H Q One
of the principal conclusions arrived at in his report was that once paratroop

trai ni ng was

* It is probable that the C. G S. discussed the Paratroops question
with Gen McNaughton during the latter's visit to Canada during
February and March 1942, but neither the relevant files at A H Q
nor the War Diaries or files of General MNaughton, make any
mention of the matter.
started, it was necessary to carry it through - if excessive wastage of

personnel through refusals was to be avoided - to the ultimate step of junping
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froman aircraft. Many personnel, he felt, who would nake the grade initially
on the basis that they felt, who would make the grade initially on the basis
that they "would't quit", mght be reluctant to volunteer a second tinme if
interruption of training made this necessary. Another factor, which would
operate to reduce wastage of personnel and to increase the numnber, of

vol unteers, was the attraction of belonging to a "Corps d Elite". He
recommended that a unit of some sort, conplete with all equipnent and
aircraft, be organized fromthe start or, if this was not possible, that the
proj ect be postponed until this could be done. (H QS. 8846-1, Vol 21

Report of Visit to U S. A of Lt-Col RH Keefler, MT. (L), ND HQ

1-14 Jun 42).

47. On the basis of this report and from di scussion with A V.M Steadman,

R C.A F., who had recently returned froma visit to 6 AAB. Divin the UK

the decision was taken to organize, train, and equip a parachute battalion for
enpl oynment in Canada with the operational role of "recapture of aerodrones or
reinforcing renote localities" (H QS. 8846-1, Vol 5: Tel, Mirchie to Stuart,
20 Jun 42). In viewof the facilities available in the U S.A for initia
training of instructors and as the unit was for operational enploynent in
Canada, it was intended to followthe U S. training system This involved the
use of junp towers for initial training and the enploynment of Arny personne
for all training, exclusive of the operation and nai ntenance of aircraft. The
battali on woul d be organi zed, however, on the basis of a British War

Est abl i shnent (see para 8). On 26 Jul the proposal was placed before the

M ni ster and on 8 Jul received his approval. (lbid: Menorandum by

Maj - Gen J.C. Murchie for the Mnister, 26 Jun 42).
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FORMATI ON AND EARLY TRAI NI NG

48. Meanwhi | e the Arnmy had gone ahead with prelimnary planning for the
organi zation, and training of the parachute battalion. On 27 Jun Brigadier
(later Maj-Gen) E.G Weks, D.C.GS. (B), announced, at an Army-R C A F.
conference called to discuss the training of airborne troops, that in order
that training could commence i medi ately, the Arny intended to follow training
met hods of the U S. Arny rather than those of the British Arnmy. By taking
advantage of the U.S. Arny facilities it was hoped to train a cadre and if
necessary a limted nunmber of personnel with a m ninmmof delay. (H QS
8846-1, Vol 2: Menorandumby D.C.G S.(B) for CG S., 27 Jun 42). At a
subsequent inter-service neeting it was decided that, on the return of its
cadre to Canada, the unit would be assenbled at Shilo Canp where individua
training would be carried out. This canp, which was |ocated within easy reach
of two aerodrones, at Douglas (12 miles distant) and Brandon (18 mles

di stant), had been selected on the recomrendati on of the R C. A F. Wen the
battali on had conpleted individual training, it would nove to an area, to be
selected at a |later date, to carry out advanced training. (lbid: Meeting of

Inter-service Commttee, 25 Jul 42).

49, On 16 Jul N.D.H Q requested, through the Mlitary Attache, WAashington
vacanci es at Fort Benni ng Parachute School for six officers and 20 N.C O s.
It was anticipated that this personnel would be concentrated and ready to
proceed to Fort Benning on or after 15 Aug. On the 21st, word was received
from Washi ngton that the United States authorities had granted the required

nunber of vacancies for the course at Fort Benning comrenci ng 17 Aug
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(HQS. 8846-1: C. GS. to Mlitary Attache, Washington, 16 Jul 42; Tel

Mlitary Attache, Washington, to N.D.H Q, 21 Jul 42).

50. Oiginally it was intended that the training in Canada woul d conmence on
12 Cct (H. QS. 8846-1, Vol 4: A G Circular Letter, 12 Aug 42). 1In

Sept enber, however, it becane apparent, fromthe difficulties being
encountered in the preparation of certain itens of the training equipnent,
particularly the junp tower, that it would not be possible to commence
training at Shilo Canp before Decenber at the earliest. |In the light of this
situation the training plan had to be revised. On 24 Sep NND.H Q directed
the Mlitary Attache at Washington to seek perm ssion fromthe U S. Arny for
55 personnel to be sent to Fort Benning for the full course starting 12 Cct,
these to be followed by the same nunber each week until the course starting

14 Dec. (lbid: Tel CGS. to Mlitary Attache, Washington, 24 Sep 42). On
the 28th, N.D.H Q received word that U S. Arny G ound Forces had approved the

schenme. (lbid: Tel, Mlitary Attache, Washington, to N.D.H Q, 28 Sep 42).

51. On 3 Cct, however, a further change occurred in the situation with
regard to Shilo Canp. On that day representatives of the Canadian Arny and
the U S. Arny, neeting in Otawa, selected Shilo as a suitable site for cold
weat her testing of U S. and Canadi an Army vehicles. (H QS. 8846-1, Vol 10:
M nutes of a Meeting held in connection with the Selection of a Suitable Site
for Cold Weat her Tests of U. S. and Canadi an Arnmy Vehicles, 2 Oct 42). Since
these tests were to conmence on 15 Nov and continue until 15 Mar 43, and as
the accommdation and training facilities at Shilo would not be avail abl e

during that time, it was necessary to find suitable alternative accommdati on
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for 1 Cdn Para Bn. (H QS. 8846-1, Vol 11: Mnutes of the Directors
Co-ordinating Meeting, 14 COct 42). Agreenent was reached with the U S. Arny
Ground Forces for the extension of the existing arrangenents for training at
Fort Benning and for the provision of facilities for the concentration of the
battalion in the U S. (lbid: US Mlitary Attache, OQtawa, to DDMO & P.

N.D.H Q, 28 Cct 42).

52. The recruiting plan for 1 Cdn para Bn was based on the rate of intake at
Fort Bennng. Volunteers were to be concentrated in Canada in sufficient
nunbers to ensure the mai ntenance of the weekly quota of 55 for despatch to

Fort Benning. (H. QS. 8846-1:. A. G Circular Letter, 10 Aug 42).

This plan, which was based on an estinmated rate of wastage of 10 per week,
would, it was estimated, bring the battalion up to full strength by the end of
the training schemes. (H QS. 8846-1, Vol 2: Mnutes of a Meeting called to
di scuss the Organi zati on and Administration of 1 Cdn Para Bn, 6 Aug 42). At
the beginning it was laid down that only personnel who had had both basic and
advanced training would be eligible. (H QS. 8846-1, A G, Circular Letter

10 Aug 42). On 30 Sep, however, it was decided that in future personnel need
only conplete their basic training. (lbid, Vol 4. Mnutes of Directors
Co-ordinating Meeting, 20 Sep 42.) |If possible 30% of the volunteers were to
be found anmong bilingual French-Canadi an personnel). As the battalion was
bei ng rai sed for operational duty in Canada, Honme Defence (NR MA ) as wel

as active personnel were pernmitted to volunteer. |In the event, by 15 Cct sone
30 Hone Defence personnel had volunteered for service with the Parachute

Battalion and of these 13 had been included in the first two quotes while 17
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others were being held in reserve for future quotes. To enable these
personnel to serve outside of Canada, an Order-in-Council was passed (P.C.
10003) on 3 Nov 42. This order specifically authorized the despatch of H. D.
personnel to the U S. A for the purpose of training with 1 Cdn Para Bn.

(HQS. 8846-1, Vol 10: D.MT. to D.C.G S.(B), 15 Oct 42.)

53. The initial response to the call for volunteers was di sappointing, and
on 10 Cct the V.C.G S. cabled Ceneral Stuart, then in London, that he
considered that the reason for this was probably because the unit was | abelled
for hone defence and included N.R M A personnel, and suggested that the
latter no |l onger be pernmitted to volunteer. The C.G S. was not in favour of
this proposal, however, replying that because of the manpower situation such
personnel must continue to be used. (H QS. 8846-1, Vol 10: Tel, Miurchie to

Stuart, 1 Cct 42; Tel, Stuart to Murchie, 5 Oct 42.)

54. The inclusion of Home Defence personnel continued to be a nmatter for
di ssatisfaction, particularly within the unit itself. On 2 Nov

Bri gadi er E.G Weks in a nenorandum prepared for the C.G S., stated:

There is a definite feeling that the inclusion of HD personnel in
1 Cdn Para Bn is having an undesirable effect in respect to the
type of man who has volunteered to serve in this unit. The
inference is that the unit would be used for enploynment in Canada
only, whereas the type of soldier required for parachute training

is the aggressive individual who is anxious to serve overseas.
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(HQS. 8846-7: Memp by D.C.G S.(B), for C.GS., 2 Nov 42).

Bri gadi er Weeks strongly recommended that only Active personnel be permtted
to volunteer for service with 1 Cdn Para Bn. He felt that it would not be
necessary to announce that the unit was for service anywhere but that the
restriction of volunteers to active personnel only would result in an

i mprovenent in the type of personnel obtained. (lbid.) This proposal net
with the approval of the C G S., and on 19 Nov an instruction was issued to
the effect that, commencing with the quota due on 30 Nov, all parachute
volunteers for 1 Cdn Para Bn nust be Active personnel; Home Defence personne
were to be accepted only if they "went active" prior to their despatch from
their hone district. (H QS. 8846-1, Vol 10: A G Circular Letter

19 Nov 42.)

55. The qualifying course at Fort Benning took place in four weekly stages,
with a new course commenci ng each week. The training cadre conpleted this
course in Septenmber and, as planned, the first quota entered the school on

12 Cct. By early Decenber 1942, a nunber of the Canadi an personnel were being
used as instructors at the School (H QS. 8846-1, Vol 15; Parade State, 1 Cdn
Para Bn, 5 Dec 42). On 1 Feb 43 a Canadi an school was set up within the

Ameri can school and thereafter all training of Canadian was carried out by
Canadi an instructors. (H QS. 8846-7: Progress Report, 1 Cdn Para Bn,

15 Jan 43; H QS. 8846-1, Vol 19: C. O, 1 Cdn Para Bn, to Secretary, D.N.D.

4 Feb 43). Between August 1942 and March 1943, when 1 Cdn Para Bn returned to
Canada, 42 officers and 947 other ranks were despatched from Canada to

Fort Benning. O these 41 officers and 780 other ranks qualified as
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parachutists. Not all remained with the unit, however, 109 other ranks being
posted to 2 Cdn Para Bn (the Canadi an conponent of 1 Special Service Force).
Of the renmmining personnel 151 failed to qualify, while a nunber of others
were s.o0.s. for such reasons as desertion, hospitalization, detention etc.
There were two acci dental deaths, one of whom M H.D. Proctor, A/O C

1 Cdn Para Bn, was killed on 7 Sep 42 when making his first junp from an
aircraft. (H QS. 8846-1, Vol 22: Wekly Parade State 1 Cdn Para Bn,

20 Mar 43; WD., D.A.G, NDHQ, September 1942: Appx 1. Menorandum by

D.A. G, 8 Sep 42.)

56. When 1 Cdn Para Bn returned to Canada on 22 Mar 43, it had a strength of
41 officers and 671 other ranks, of whom 39 officers and 621 other ranks were
qual i fied paratroopers. At that time the battalion was carrying 15 officers
and 81 other ranks supernunerary to establishnent as the nucl eus of a proposed
training centre in Canada. (H QS. 8846-1, Vol 22: Wekly Parade State 1 Can
Para Bn, 20 Mar 43; and NDHQ Para Trg Instr No. 1, 26 Mar 43). As all ranks
were granted | eave i mediately on arrival in Canada, it was not until 15 Apr
that the battalion assenbled at Shilo Canp and resunmed training. Using a

R. C. A F. Lockheed "Lodestar", the until carried out its first junps from

aircraft in Canada on 4 May (WD., 1 Cdn Para Bn, 4 May 43).
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